"False inhibition" of demand pacemaker due to leakage of fluid into the pacemaker lead socket.
"False inhibition" of a demand pacemaker usually occurs with a microfracture of the lead system resulting in a galvanic potential at the site of the fracture or with sensing of myopotential with exercise. An increase in the slope of the leading half edge of the pulse contour is generally considered diagnostic of lead fracture. We report the case of a patient in whom "false inhibition" at rest and an increase in the slope of the leading half edge of the pulse contour were caused by leakage of fluid into the pacemaker lead socket.